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Abstract:

The Fifth International Symposium on Emys orbicularis and the other European Freshwater Turtles was

held in Kiten, Bulgaria, on 19-21 August 2015. It continued the tradition of international collaboration
and exchange of knowledge related to the chelonians. The resultant proceedings combine 22 papers pre-
sented in the program of the symposium. They cover a wide range of topics: geographical distribution,
habitats, life history, population dynamics, reproduction, sex structure of populations, genetics, feeding
behaviour, diseases and other aspects associated with the biology, ecology and conservation of freshwater
turtles. In addition, a set of specific recommendations for policy makers with respect to the conservation
and especially handling of confiscated turtles (“Kiten Protocol”) was devised.

In 1996, a group of herpetologists and con-
servationists working with European Pond Turtles
met at the Emys Symposium in Dresden, Germany.
They joined to present their research and, equally
important, to meet and exchange ideas in person.
This was the very first international symposium
devoted to “the European Pond Turtle” (that actu-
ally represents more than one species as we know
now, see FriTz et al. 2005, 2006, VAMBERGER et al.
2015). It was held only 21 years ago but in a time
hard to imagine today. The Iron Curtain, dissecting
Europe in a western and an eastern half, with lim-
ited contact possibilities for over 45 years, broke
down only seven years before. Computers and the
currently ubiquitous modes of internet communica-
tion were largely absent; even the usage of e-mails
were not fully established yet. Social media were
completely unknown. The regular way to commu-
nicate then was to exchange proper letters, to be

sent physically by mail, now referred to as “snail
mail”, or at best to communicate by fax messages.
Especially among nature conservationists, English
had not yet fully outcompeted national languages
by 1996 (and still has not now), thus it was a chal-
lenge for most of us to understand publications
from abroad. Another challenge for the colleagues
from the former Eastern Block was the adventurous
journey “to the west” (part of which Dresden had
become only seven years earlier when US President
Ronald Reagan’s wish “tear down this wall, Mister
Gorbatchov” was executed by his Soviet col-
league). Thus, the first Emys symposium was the
very first opportunity for many researchers to come
into contact and meet, and it was simply great to do
so. Close collaborations and true friendships were
established then, some lasting until today.

Two years after the meeting, the proceedings
volume was published (FriTz et al. 1998). Further
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symposia followed, each with its own proceedings
volume (BUSKIRK et al. 2000, FriTZ & HavAS 2004,
RICHTER BOIX & SANTOS SANTIRO 2008). The sec-
ond bilingual symposium was held in French and
English in Le Blanc, France, in 1999 (BUSKIRK et
al. 2000). The third symposium, again completely
in English, was in KoSice, Slovakia, in 2002 (Fritz
& Hava$ 2004), and the fourth symposium was in
2005 in Valencia (RICHTER BOIX & SANTOS SANTIRO
2008). This fourth symposium opened the scope
also to other Western Palaearctic freshwater turtle
species. It is a great pleasure for us to write now the
introductory article for the proceedings volume of
the fifth Emys symposium, collating the results of
research presented in Kiten, Bulgaria, August 19"
to 21%, 2015.

Each symposium aimed to reach additional
participants. Even though the mission of the first
symposium was to bring together researchers
from the entire distribution range of the European
Pond Turtle, it turned out that, due to financial
constraints, colleagues from very distant regions
could not afford to come. Therefore, the second and
fourth symposia were held in the west and south-
west of the distribution range, whilst the third and
the fifth symposia aimed at colleagues from the east
and the southeast. The long period of ten years,
elapsed between the fourth and fifth symposium,
however, evinces that times have changed. Part of
the time gap may be due to the fact that today the
internet, through its multiple avenues of (almost)
real-time contact (e.g. e-mail, Voice-over-Internet
calls, and not least social networks) facilitates rap-
id communication all around the globe, as well as
the spread of “alternative truths”. Thus, to meet in
person became less important than approximately
20 years ago. Nevertheless, the Kiten symposium
showed that the personal contact remains the best
means to exchange ideas and establish long-lasting
collaborations and, most importantly, to create
friendships — beyond the more or less meaningless
cyberfriend status of social media, reflecting a vir-
tual world that mocks life but cannot provide live
feelings, true honesty and proper contacts. For all
of these reasons, the fifth Emys symposium was a
much-appreciated milestone that continued the tra-
dition of its predecessors.

This 5™ proceedings volume contains 22 sci-
entific manuscripts from 71 authors representing
13 countries, covering a range of topics related to
the biology and conservation of aquatic turtles. For
example, several contributions update our knowl-
edge on the distribution and habitat requirements
in Albania (SACDANAKU & HaxHIU 2017), Bulgaria

(KorNILEV et al. 2017a, POPGEORGIEV et al. 2017),
Latvia (Pupins et al. 2017), Romania (BirsaN et
al. 2017), Serbia (GoLuBoOVIC et al. 2017) as well
as life history and population dynamics in Sicily
(OtTONELLO et al. 2017) and Turkey (Avaz et al.
2017, Bayrakcr et al. 2017). The mechanics and
motorics of feeding subadults provide insight on
some limiting factors in the life history (KumMMER
et al. 2017). Questions related to reproduction were
explored further through genetic methods for kin-
ship group reconstruction (Dux et al. 2017), mod-
elling the in situ clutch sex ratio (MONSINJON et al.
2017) and environmental variables related to nest-
ing onset (HORVATH et al. 2017) and nest conditions
(Bona et al. 2017). Conservation aspects include
road mitigation measures (STOILOVA & NATCHEV
2017) and a tool for predator exclusion from nest
sites (SCHINDLER et al. 2017). A novel method for
data collection through the use of unmanned aer-
ial vehicles (drones) may become common in the
future (BISERKOV & LukaNov 2017). The results
of long-term starter and reintroduction programs
in the Czech Republic (SEBELA 2017) and Spain
(MASCORT & Bup6 2017) bring hope for the future
of local populations and provide valuable veteri-
nary lessons for the successful raising of hatchlings
(MARTINEZ-SILVESTRE et al. 2017). Most studies
target Emys orbicularis, but the investigation by
OT1TONELLO et al. (2017) presents life history data of
the Sicilian endemic Emys trinacris, and the studies
by KORNILEV et al. (2017a) and POPGEORGIEV et al.
(2017) also include Mauremys rivulata.

In addition, the volume contains the “Kiten
Protocol”, a set of specific recommendations for
policy makers with respect to conservation and
conservational issues of European Pond Turtles
(KornNILEV et al. 2017b). These best practices are
the direct result of a spontaneous discussion among
concerned individuals held at the symposium, in-
spired by a recent case of a massive confiscation
of turtles in Serbia (NIKOLI¢ & GoLUBOVIC 2017).

We would like to think that the symposium it-
self was a fruitful and positive experience for all
participants (Fig. 1). However, it would not have
happened without the invaluable aid of our friends,
colleagues, and volunteers that helped prior, dur-
ing, and after the event. We are deeply indebted to
them. The venue staff at TD “Kiten” also provided
us with incredible hospitality and helped us run a
smooth congress; we thank them wholeheartedly.
The proceedings themselves would not have mate-
rialized without the professionalism and patience
exhibited during the editorial process by all the au-
thors; the valuable suggestions and improvements
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of the manuscripts provided by the external review-
ers (recognized separately in a regular issue of Acta
Zoologica Bulgarica) as well as the support and ex-
pertise of the AZB editor-in-chief and staff.

The symposium was dedicated to the mem-
ory of the prominent herpetologist Dr Tatiana I.
Kotenko (1949-2013) of the Institute of Zoology,
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Kiev,
in recognition of her contributions to science.
This said, we are in deep grief that some of the
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